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“To become a priest or a religious is not primarily our choice, it is our answer to a calling, a calling of love.” Pope Francis 

Serra Club Northeast of Houston

Next Monthly Meeting

November 23 at 6:30 p.m.

Be sure to Zoom to hear our 

guest speaker

Father Richard McNeillie
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A WORD FROM OUR CHAPLAIN, FATHER FELIX

Father Felix

Vocation Awareness 

Several years ago, I read a mission magazine, The Ambassador, 
published quarterly by the Missionary Society of St. Paul in Nigeria. 
Apart from reading about the work their missionaries were doing in 
different countries in Africa, I was also able to see a directory of 
different religious congrega@ons adver@sed in the magazine. This was 
a @me in my life when I was searching for which religious order to join. 
I had the feeling that God was calling me to the priesthood, but I was 
not sure then which order to join. ADer calling two or three of the 
religious groups I found in the magazine including the Missionary 

Society of St. Paul (MSP), I finally chose to aJend a retreat organized by the MSP. Today, I am 
happy to be a priest of the Missionary Society of St. Paul working as a missionary in the United 
States.   

The first week of November has become an annual week-long celebra@on of Na5onal Voca5on 
Awareness Week for Catholics in the United States. This year we celebrate it on November 1-7, 
2020. This special week is dedicated to promo@ng voca@ons to the priesthood, diaconate and 
consecrated life through prayer and educa@on, and the renewal of prayers and support for those 
who are considering one of these par@cular voca@ons.  

Our Serra Club, NorthEast of Houston has been a great supporter of voca@ons in the 
archdiocese. This we do, not once a year, but all year long. The prayer offered by each, and every 
member of the Club for voca@ons is commendable. You have supported the archdiocesan 
Voca@ons Office in many other ways using your talents and resources to ensure that those who 
are searching find their voca@ons. I want to use this medium to thank you all for what you do.  

In this age of technology, there are many da@ng sites for those seeking the voca@on to the 
married state. I know of one website that helps men and women searching for voca@ons to the 
priesthood and the religious life. The site is Vision, Voca@on Match hJps://voca@onnetwork.org/
en/match. The welcome page of the site reads: “With so many voca@on op@ons, it’s not easy to 
discern the best path to live out your Chris@an calling. Voca@on Match was designed to narrow 
your search. Its easy and fun!”  I found it interes@ng, and I believe it will be of help to those 
discerning their voca@ons to the religious life or the priesthood. Our archdiocesan voca@ons 
page www.houstonvoca@ons.com also has some helpful resources. Those voca@on flyers that we 
leave in the narthex of our parishes might be what someone needs to find the right congrega@on 
for them. Let us keep doing our work in promo@ng voca@ons. We pray that those seeking to 
serve God as religious or priests will be led by God himself to find him.  

https://vocationnetwork.org/en/match
https://vocationnetwork.org/en/match
http://www.houstonvocations.com
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A WORD FROM OUR PRESIDENT, MARK HALLECK

I have a confession to make: When I learned that providing a comment to the monthly 
newsletter was one of  my responsibilities, I wasn’t sure I had much to offer in the way of  
meaningful thought or commentary. (I can hear Joe Phillip saying, “and you were right!”) 
But, miraculously, I usually wake up in the wee morning hours, when my mind is 
uncluttered, and the Lord provides enough inspiration so I can string together a few 
coherent thoughts. My November inspiration didn't arrive in the usual manner, but here 
goes. 

Last Sunday the grandchildren were at our home and Cal, who just turned one, was due for his afternoon nap. 
Cal doesn’t like to nap.  So, I took the little guy, went to darkened bedroom and got him settled on my 
shoulder and began to say a Rosary. This has generally worked with the others, but not so for Cal. He cried, 
he writhed and screamed until finally, I set him in the crib and just watched him as he exercised his lungs and 
tear ducts. After several minutes I picked him up and his head went immediately down on my shoulder and his 
breathing hitched, then slowed and he dozed off.  I tried to put him in the crib and the crying commenced yet 
again. This cycle repeated itself  several times until I was laying on the bed with Cal on my chest sound asleep 
and me thinking about the things I needed to be doing. Each time we separated the crying would begin anew.  
He was comforted by being next to me and when I wasn’t there he wasn’t at peace.  

As I lay there with him, I was wondering if  this is the same process God has to go through 
with us. He patiently watches us writhe and scream and pitch a fit but until we are resting in 
Him, we are not at peace. “Come to me, all you who labor and are burdened, and I will give 
you rest.” - Matthew 11:28. 2020 has been a challenging year in so many ways, that it has 
been difficult to always be resting in our Lord and Savior, Jesus Christ.  I am praying that 
November, the season of  Advent, Christmas and 2021 will bring peace and unity to our 
nation and the world. 

November of  course brings us the Thanksgiving Holiday and I am reminded that there is so 
much to be Thankful for despite extraordinary circumstances we have found ourselves in this 
year. While my list is quite lengthy, I want to express my appreciation and gratitude for several 
people that are so important to the Serra Mission and our club. 

Fr. Felix – Thank you for being our Chaplain and Shepherd. Your Contributions to and 
support of  our club is invaluable. 

The Serra Board – Donna Rueby, Jim Stevens, Bob and Arlane Sponaugle, Gary Estess, Diddy Muck, Mary 
Lou Purello, Sandie Taylor, Melia Reed, Charlie Garland and many other team members do so much work on 
behalf  of  our club.  You are all amazing and I am in awe of  the dedication and energy you invest in the Serra 
mission. 

Our Priests – Troy Guy’s talk reminded me that without our Priests we cannot participate in the Sacraments 
of  the Holy Eucharist and Reconciliation. Thank you, Lord, for the gift of  these men who have committed 
their life to you and the church. Please Pray for our Priests. 

Our Deacons, Seminarians and all those committed to Religious Life.  I am inspired by the example of  their 
courage, dedication and commitment to follow in the steps of  Jesus. 

May you all have blessed November and Thanksgiving Holiday. 
Mark 
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Serra Northeast of Houston Monthly Meeting 

TROY  GUY 

More than 100 of  us, either viewed via 
YouTube or in person at St. Martha’s 
church, were inspired by the talk by Troy 
Guy.   We heard about his path to 
Catholisim.   From a Bible-Thumping 
Baptist, who believed Catholics were among 
those who needed to be saved from 
damnation, to a learned scholar who through 
earnest studying and prayers realized there is 
only one church.  The Catholic Church 
is the ONLY church started by Jesus 
Christ.  
What were some of  the obstacles to 
belief  of  Catholicism from a Baptist’s 
perspective?   How to get past, belief  that the 
Eucharist IS the Body and Blood of  Jesus and 
not just a representative, how to get past 
thinking Catholics idolize statues, how to get 

past Catholics honoring the mother of  Jesus?   
It was his intense study of  the Bible that cleared the path for him.   

Troy brought us step by step, how he overcame his denial of  the truth. He 
shared with us how the searching and researching  of  the Bible took him to 
the truth that the Catholic Church is Jesus Christ’s church.   

Troy is a NASA engineer, he and his wife have four children, and he is an 
inspiring speaker promoting the TRUTH.   

Find more about Troy at his website:   http://discoverhischurch.com.   And, if  you missed his 
presentation at St. Martha, go to LoveBeingAPriest on YouTube.  Troy Guy.   

Thank you, Gary 
for arranging 
this dynamic 
speaker.

http://discoverhischurch.com
https://youtu.be/AoyRoTEHwF0
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S e r r a  N o r t h e a s t  o f  H o u s t o n  B o a r d  N o t e s

October 2020 Notes 

• For the foreseeable future, monthly meetings will continue to be held on Zoom.  

• President Mark has started work on a Facebook page for Serra Northeast but is hoping that someone will takeover 
content and management in the very near future. This could be you!! 

• Priesthood Sunday was celebrated with cards sent to the 17 priests in our area, and the 31 retired priests at St. 
Dominic’s Center. Thanks to Sandie Taylor, Jeanne McMahon and Betty Menard for leading this effort.  

• Our traditional “We Love Our Priests” stickers were given out in some of  our parishes. We look forward to returning 
to a wider distribution next year.  

• Father Barker at St. Philip the Apostle celebrated the 28th anniversary of  his ordination on September 12. Sandie 
Taylor placed a congratulatory banner outside of  the church. 

• On September 30th, several members met with Father Felix to celebrate his birthday. Diddy brought a cake. We had 
the pleasure of  meeting Father Augustine, the assistant pastor, who will be speaking to us in February 2021.  

• The 1st annual Bishop George Sheltz Altar Server Appreciation Mass will be at the Co-Cathedral on October 31. 
This will honor the altar servers in the archdiocese who have served 5+ years.  208 young people have responded to 
the invitation to be personally awarded a cross necklace and certificate by Bishop Sheltz.  

• Our dedicated cadre of  Seven Serran prayer warriors is continuing to pray for Fathers Richard McNeillie, 
Magaldi, Casey, and Dodson. Each member of  the team prays for one hour, one day of  the week for these hard-
working vocation directors. Thanks to Ruth Williamson, Sandie Taylor, Jeannie McMahon, Cissy Wilson, Diddy 
Muck, Rita Girau, Pam Miller and Peggy Rittenhouse. There is room on this team for you! 

• A way forward for this year’s Vocation Prayer Contest needs your prayers. This is yet another event impacted by the 
pandemic. Last year’s wining entries have been shared and enjoyed by the parishioners of  both St. Mary Magdalene 
in both the bulletins and on the screens prior to mass. Patty Gallagher, grandmother of  Carter Gallagher, CCE 2nd 
place winner, sent this letter: 

• “We were sooo excited that our grandson Carter Gallagher won 1st place for the Vocations prayer for 2nd grade CCE! It was simple, yet 
meaningful! He has such a loving heart and love for Jesus. This grandmother had goosebumps! We celebrated this special achievement with 
some cupcakes and balloons – he was so proud.”  
She asked for a copy of  the prayer card with Fr. T.J.’s picture so she could go to Kinko’s to have more 3”x5” prayer 
cards made.  

• The St. Martha Knights of  Columbus will be joining us at the Tuesday night Exposition and Benediction each 
quarter.  

• St. John of  the Cross in New Caney requested assistance in starting the Chalice for Vocations program. The 
chalice donated by the Knights of  St. John, housed in a box constructed by Robin Rueby, and including a prayer 
binder assembled by Donna has been given to St. John’s. Robin remade the box for St. Martha’s chalice also. 

• The Club received a thank you note from Cardinal DiNardo for the card we sent for Priesthood Sunday. 

Melia Reed

In the upcoming weeks, you will have the opportunity to donate Amazon gift cards or cash that will be 
given as Christmas gifts to the five (5) seminarians in our area. We would like to collect $750 to 
approximate the value of  the gift cards we gave as presents last year.
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SERRA IS INVOLVED IN MANY ACTIVITIES

Happy Birthday Father Felix

Adopt a Seminarian Group Celebrate With Seminarinan Cristian Bustos

Pictured:  Charles & Betty Menard, Cristian Bustos, Mary Lou 
Purello, Doug & Melia Reed, John & Pat Bush.   Not able to attend, 
Diddy Muck

Pictured:  Sandie Taylor, Donna Rueby, Melia and Doug Reed, Father Felix, Mary Lou Purello, Diddy Muck, Eileen Benvegnu 
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November  
Dedicated to the Souls in Purgatory 

The month of November is dedicated to the Souls in Purgatory, whose feast is 
celebrated on November 2. With the exception of the last two days, the entire month 
of November falls during the liturgical season known as Ordinary Time, which is 
represented by the liturgical color green. This symbol of hope is the color of the 

sprouting seed and arouses in the faithful the hope of reaping the eternal harvest of heaven, especially the 
hope of a glorious resurrection. It is used in the offices and Masses of Ordinary Time. The last portion of the 
liturgical year represents the time of our pilgrimage to heaven during which we hope for reward. The last 
Sunday, which marks the beginning of Advent, the liturgical color changes to purple, 
representing a time of penance. 

This month the main feasts are the Solemnity of All Saints (November 1), All Souls 
(November 2), St. Martin de Porres (November 3), St. Charles Borromeo, (November 4), 

Lateran Basilica (November 9), St. Leo the Great (November 10), St. Martin of 
Tours, (November 11), St. Josaphat (November 12), St. Frances Xavier Cabrini 
(November 13), Sts. Margaret of Scotland and Gertrude (November 16), St. 
Elizabeth of Hungary (November 17), Presentation of Mary (November 21), Sts. 
Clement I and St. Columban (November 23), St. Andrew Dung-Lac and Companions 
(November 24), St. Catherine of Alexandria (November 25), the Solemnity of Christ the King 
(November 24) and St. Andrew (November 30). 

Catholic Culture

All Saints
All Souls Lateran Basilica

Saint Cabrini St. Martin of Tours Saint Andrew

https://www.catholicculture.org/culture/liturgicalyear/overviews/months/11_1.cfm
https://www.catholicculture.org/culture/library/view.cfm?recnum=12022
https://www.catholicculture.org/culture/liturgicalyear/activities/view.cfm?id=1360
https://www.catholicculture.org/culture/liturgicalyear/overviews/months/11.cfm
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DECREE EXTENDS INDULGENCE FOR THE FAITHFUL DEPARTED THROUGHOUT NOVEMBER 

The Apostolic Penitentiary announces modifications to the Plenary Indulgence for the deceased 
during the month of  November. 

By Sr Bernadette Mary Reis, fsp 

Many of  the Church’s pastors have requested an adaptation to the requirements to obtain the Plenary Indulgence 
for the deceased in the month of  November. Thus, “by the special mandate of  His Holiness Pope Francis”, the 
Apostolic Penitentiary released on Friday some changes to the normal practice. The Decree containing these 
modifications was signed on 22 October, the liturgical memorial of  Pope St John Paul II. 

Plenary Indulgence during month of  November 
Due to the coronavirus pandemic and the need to avoid large groups from forming where prohibited, the Plenary 
Indulgence applicable to the deceased by those who visit a cemetery has been extended beyond the normal dates of  1 
to 8 November. This year, the indulgence can be obtained by anyone who visits a cemetery, even if  only mentally, on 
any day in November, and devoutly prays for the faithful departed. 

Plenary Indulgence for Feast of  All Souls’ Day 
Regarding the Plenary Indulgence attached to All Souls’ Day, 2 November, this year, it can be obtained not only on the 
preceding or succeeding Sunday, or on the actual Feast day, but on any other day of  the month chosen by each 
member of  the faithful. In this case, the indulgence is obtained by “devoutly visiting a church or an oratory”, along 
with the recitation of  the Our Father and the Creed, and the other requirements associated with a Plenary Indulgence. 

The homebound 
For anyone who cannot leave their home for various reasons, including anti-Covid restrictions, they too can obtain the 
Plenary Indulgence by “uniting themselves spiritually to other members of  the faithful”. In this case, the condition of  
being “completely detached from sin” and the intention of  completing the other requirements for obtaining a Plenary 
Indulgence remain. These conditions are Sacramental Confession, reception of  Holy Communion and a prayer for 
the Holy Father’s intentions. 

The Decree suggests that such prayer take place before an “image of Jesus or the Blessed Virgin Mary”. Among the 
various prayers that are recommended are “prayers for the deceased, Morning or Evening Prayer from the Office of  
the Dead, the Rosary, the Divine Mercy Chaplet, meditating on various Gospel passages proposed for the liturgy of  
the Dead, or completing a work of  mercy by offering to God the suffering and discomforts of  one’s own life”. 

Invitation to Priests 
Directing a word to priests, the Decree asks that they make the Sacrament of  Confession generously available and that 
they make Holy Communion available to the sick. In addition, all priests are invited to offer three Masses on All Souls’ 
Day.

plenary indulgence

thank you Shela Yepsen for sharing this news

https://www.vaticannews.va/en/vatican-city/news/2020-10/decree-plenary-indulgence-faithful-departed-november.html
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ADOPT A SEMINARIAN NEWS

The team of Joe & MaryBeth Philipps, Art & Emma Roche, Bob & Arlane 
Sponaugle, Jim & Jennifer Stevens, and Danny & Pam Miller named themselves 
St. Serra’s Hedges and began their newly designed introduc@on leJer with; 
Hedge   /hej/   a fence or boundary formed by closely growing bushes or 
shrubs. May a hedge of prayers, safeguard, protect and surround you. 
They beau@fully captured the essence of what the ini@a@ve is meant to be. They con@nue to support Br. Danilo Alves de 
Lima, and Luis Gonzalez and added Marlon Barao, formly of the Archdiocesan Office of Voca@onal Discerment. 

The team of  John & Pat Bush, Charlie & Betty Menard, Diddy Muck, Mary Lou 
Purello, and Doug & Melia Reed updated our letter of  introduction and welcomed 
Angel Rodriguez. He is studying at Holy Trinity in Irving, Texas. Frater 
Lazarus took final vows with the Norbertine order in late August. He shared a 
lunch with the team at Amadeo’s during his annual summer visit home. He, like 
most at his abbey in California, contracted Covid but reports that all have 

recovered. Just days before his October birthday, the team met with Cristian Bustos for dinner. He is in his pastoral 
year at St. Francis Cabrini. The conversation was inspired, and it was a joy to get to know this deeply spiritual man a bit 
more. He shared that, after a lengthy discernment, he is in the process of  applying to the Dominican order. He hopes to 
make the transition next July. 

Tom & Peggy Angelino, Phil & Diane Applegate, Robin & Donna Rueby, and 
Dan & Sandi Kidd welcomed two new seminarians to their group. John 
Clark is in 1st year theology at St. Mary’s Seminary and Christian Mai is 
at St. Joseph’s Seminary in Louisiana. After a year of  fellowship while serving 
his pastoral year at St. Martha, Jacob Ramirez is now in 3rd year theology 
and, God willing, will be ordained as a transitional deacon in May of  2021.  

The Farmer’s, Williamson’s, Benvegnu’s, and Cissy Wilson have the blessing of  
getting to know three new seminarians. Jorge Guzman and Michael Tracy are 
studying at St. Mary’s Seminary and Riley O’Sullivan is beginning his 
discernment journey at St. Joseph’s Seminary. Jorge and Michael responded to 
their letter of  introduction and Michael made the excellent suggestion to 
connect via Zoom. A great idea for all the teams to utilize, if  possible. Such is 

the world we currently live in. 

We kicked off our third year of our highly successful Adopt a Seminarian initiative 
by adding a third seminarian to each of the teams. In a constant state of flux and 
evolution, Charlie Garland’s original idea continues to blossom in inspired ways.
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It was with accepting but saddened hearts that Jack & Kathy Ward, 
Charlie & Dee Anna Garland, Mark & Maggie Halleck, Gary & Gelly 
Estess, and Kevin & Jeanne McMahon learned of  Jeremy Mann’s 
decision to leave both diocesan and later Benedictine formation. The 
formation process is designed to facilitate discerning God’s call and 
sometimes that call is to something other than religious life. We all 
wish him peace and happiness on whatever journey God has for him. 
They continue to support the very dynamic Chris Meyer who is 
praying that it is God’s will that he be ordained as a transitional deacon along side Jacob Ramirez in 2021. Joining 
their team is Ryan Berger and Carlos Jaime who have entered college at Holy Trinity Seminary and St. Joseph’s 
Seminary, respectively. Their clear schedule of  assigned months for each team member facilitates their ability to plan 
ahead and provides continual support for their young men. 

J Serrato, from St. John of the Cross in New Caney, is in his pastoral 
year at St. Anthony of Padua in the Woodlands. He has been 
supported by our club since the incep@on of the Adopt a Seminarian 
program. Tim and Lisa Field, Kevin and Jane Doherty, and Peggy 
RiJenhouse share the blessing of suppor@ng him and two new 
seminarians: Ladd Spears at St. Mary’s Seminary and Jean Mindiola 

at St. Joseph’s Seminary. Their leJer of introduc@on included a picture of the team and a Starbuck’s giD card. 

On the occasions where we traveled to St. Mary’s Seminary to 
participate in Adoration by Candlelight, Deacon Houston 
Okonma greeted us with enthusiasm and appreciation. He is in 
his final year of  formation before his priestly ordination June 2021. 
Looking forward to celebrating this with him are Porter & Sandie 
Taylor, John & Karen Ehlig, Sheila Yepsen, and Rita Girau. They 
added two seminarians new to our club, John Baker from the 
Austin diocese and Marco Medina of  Brownsville both studying at St. Mary’s Seminary. 

All these young men find themselves in communities where they are restricted to where they are studying. 
This means no visits to or from family or friends. Although the pandemic related restrictions have altered 
some of the ways the teams can interact with their seminarians, it is crucial that we support them through 
prayer and communication. It is a blessing to both us and them to be part of the community that uplifts and 
encourages them. Melia Reed

The Okonma, Baker, Medina team, sent 
Halloween wishes to their Seminarians. 

Happy Halloween
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Congratulations to these students for winning the Vocation Prayer Contest

Guardian Angels, 
 please watch over the seminarians.  They are 

devoting their life  
to the church.   

We want you to watch over them as they become 
priests.   

We are very thankful for these seminarians.   
Thank you Guardian Angels  

for watching over our  
seminarians.   

Under the heavens  
and  

all the Angels  
and  

God.   
Amen 

Cara Bettes - 6th Grade 
St. Martha Wednesday CCE

God,  
You give us Your love  

and  
bless us with many things.   

Lord, please help this person  
on their journey to serve you,  

and  
help them when  

they may doubt themselves,  
and  

lift them when they may struggle.  Thank you 
Lord.   

May You help this person follow  
You. 

Amen
Emily Nunez - 6th Grade 
St. Martha Sunday CCE

Oh Heavenly Father,  
Guide all men and women  
with a religious vocation.   
Whether it is to be a priest  

and carry on Your good deeds,  
or to be a sister and help all those in need,  

please guide them.   
We ask You to help them 

 through their journey of service  
and  

everlasting love.   
Help us to find our vocation 

 if not already found it.   
Guide us to be more like You  

as a priest, sister, brother, seminarian,  
or  

even just in our daily lives. 
Amen 

Riley O’Donnell - 6th Grade 
St. Martha Catholic School
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November Birthdays  
3 - Patricia Bush 
11 - Fr. Augustine Ogbeche Ogar, St. Mary 
Magdalene 
12 - Ruth Williamson 
15 - Dcn KC Curtis 
17 - Dan Kidd 
19 - Dcn Ruben Manosalva 
22 - Fr. Brian O’Brien, St. Francis Xavier 
23 - Dcn Alfredo Soto, retired 
27 - Fr. Richard McNeillie, The Chancery 

For more information about Serra Northeast of Houston, please contact President, Mark Halleck, mhalleck@icloud.com. 

To update your information or to share pictures and other Serra  information please contact, Mary Lou Purello, 
marylou0038@icloud.com. Please do not hesitate to share stories, pictures, prayers. 

For information about Serra District 10, and Serra USA, check the following websites by clicking the links 
https://serraus.org            https://serra10.com 

Prayers 
• Prayers for Fred Muck as he recovers from 

surgery 
•  Ann Purcell as she recovers from a recent 

illnes 
• Irene Storkan as she prepares to move 

• Prayers for all that we stay safe from the 
Coronavirus 

• Pray for our country as we approach a 
contentious election

SERRA Northeast of Houston HAPPENINGS  

• Sun. Nov. 1 - All Saint Day 
• Mon. Nov. 2 - All Souls Day 
• Nov. 1-7 - National Vocation Awareness Week 
• Tues. Nov. 10 - Holy Hour of  Exposition & Benediction for Vocations,  following the 7:00 p.m. Mass, St. Martha 
• Fri. Nov. 13  - Holy Hour of  Exposition & Benediction for Vocations following the 8:30 a.m. Mass, St. Martha 
• Thurs. Nov. 19 -  Outreach Mass: 8:00 am, St. Leo the Great, 2131 Lauder Rd. Wear Serra Shirt. 
• Mon. Nov. 23, - Monthly meeting Zoom 6:30 p.m.- Guest Speaker, Father Richard McNeillie   
• Monday, Dec. 7, 6:30, Christmas Party and Re-Commitment, Barrington Manor House 

All Happening dates and details  are questionable….Stay tuned for changes.  

Check individual churches for Adoration times.

Have you checked Facebook 
lately? 

We have a new FB Page.  Take 
time to LIKE it 

Still looking for someone to 
maintain this social networking 

vehicle. 

Will you volunter?   Contact 
Mark

DID YOU KNOW that the US Catholic population is up 50% 
since 1965, yet the shortage of  priests remains a crisis? Did 

you know that 35% of  U.S. Catholics are Hispanic while 
only 5% of  priests are Hispanics? As Serrans, we have 
much work to do in promoting vocations generally but 

especially in the Hispanic community. 

mailto:mhalleck@icloud.com
mailto:marylou0038@icloud.com
https://serraus.org
https://serra10.com
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S e r r a n s  C a l l e d  t o  H o l i n e s s

Serran	Prayer	for	Vocations	

O, God, Who wills not the death of  a sinner but rather that he be converted and live, grant we beseech you, 
through the intercession of  the Blessed Mary ever Virgin, Saint Joseph, her spouse, St. Junipero Serra, and all the saints, 
an increase of  laborers for your Church, fellow laborers with Christ to spend and consume themselves for souls through 

the same Jesus Christ, Your Son, Who lives and reigns with You, in the unity of  the Holy Spirit, God forever and ever. 
Amen 

Serrans are being called to pray the vocation prayer daily. Cut this out and place it in a place convenient for you.

In Prayer, we place our worries and 
petitions in the hands of  God, and we 
trust that He will listen, for He knows 
what we need and will give us what is 
good for us.    

Pope Francis Tweet

To be great is to be a servant: 
lowly, simple, often forgotten. 
Eschew marks of respect; don’t 
seek them. Be satisfied with 
doing your work on behalf of 
God’s kingdom, whatever it is.


Bishop Barron

A prayer before your prayer-

God, grant me the grace to sit 
still.  That I may hear the spirit’s 
silent song, ever flowing like a 
river deep within, singing my love 
for you. 

What is our job? We’re supposed 
to cultivate, educate and develop 
the talents He gives us.  He wants us to see where we 
can serve Him in the here and now.  We, His saints, 
are made to be servants in everything we do. 
So, ask yourself, “What has God given me to do?  
Where can I serve Him where I am? How can I serve 
Him in my life?”

Prayer, then, is listening to that voice - to the One 
who call you the Beloved.    - Parting Words 

Prayer means entering into communion with the One 
who loved us before we could love.  It is this “first 
Love” (1 John 4:19) that is revealed to us in prayer.    
- The Road to Peace 

Henri J. m. Nouwen, The Only Necessary Thing 
Living a Prayerful Life 


